Extreme wild goat hunting in Macedonia
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Already two years we have hunted several times on wild goats and other game in Macedonia, organized in the state hunting reserves near Skopje and around 250 km. from Sofia – this distance can be taken less than three-four hours.
At this time we were on hunting with a Russian hunter who always hunts every day during all year round, returning just for one-two days every 10-15 days in Moscow.
We met Gennadiy in the midnight at 00:30 h. at Alexander the Great airport and after brief border formalities and procedures we went traveling around 35 km. to the hunting lodge where we were being waited by our well known friend – the cooker Drago who had prepared a dinner and served us his delicious Macedonian cuisine. Yes, Drago is an amazing cooker, server, valet, taxidermist, who is always informed about the hunting, always ready to answer on all questions and always obtain all necessary certificates – veterinarian and about the origin, he measures the trophies upon CIC and even collect all taxes for the hunting and gives the invoices. He is unique!
In spite of the big tiredness, I woke the hunter up with the signal “Get up for hunting!”  and after several hours rest and after the quick breakfast the jeep Land over was ready to travel on hunting in the mountains. The weather was absolutely nasty for hunting –  rain and wind, mixed with small snowflakes. But can the heart of Gennadiy to wait? He was here on hunting just 7 months ago, shot two wild goats and immediately booked 7 hunting days during the wild goat marriage period – in the beginning of December.  While we were drinking a cup of coffee and while the translator Alexander was smoking a cigarette, the caprices of the autumn immediately changed the complicated situation and the hunter, Alexander and the professional guide went hunting with no hopes because it was too late, around 14 h. However when the goddess Diana is with you, the hunter ever will be contented with his hunting.
There were no problems for Gennadiy who used to hunt every day but Alexander – a young hunter who was for the first time on wild goat hunting told a story which was sounding very dramatically. Gennadiy, who had hunted in hard weather conditions in Russia, Kazakhstan and already several times in Bulgaria, was going ahead with easy walk, leaded by the guide Vasko and he was going up slowly but confidently and when the range-finder already showed a high of 1700 m. altitude, immediately strong wind and clouds occurred, the sun immediately hid and the chance of the Gennadiy for shooting vanished. The area became very hard and difficult but the hunting was continuing but in slow tempo. Really here in the Macedonian mountains which reached up to 2500 m., the organizers told us in advance that the population of 650 wild goats is absolutely enough to satisfy even the exigent hunter and Gennadiy whose requirements are as big as these of three professionals and while we were thinking whether to keep walking up the weather again calmed and we continued the triumphant walk to the top – to the plateau where the wild goats climbed to the highest places searching for juicy food.  However the range-finder showed 2150 m., the guide showed flocks of 15-20 wild goats on the opened autumn and little dark panorama which was 500 m. in front of him. It was undertaken a detour of the flock to avoid the tail wind and after 15-20 minutes we were reaching, stepped on a rock with an enormous view of 160 m. ahead from the flock but the problem to shoot the game was not resolved and the shooting had to be almost vertically and this was not for disregard although this serious trouble at that moment the wind already was with us and the hunter started preparing to shoot. The shot immediately fallowed but the wild goat didn’t react and this was a sign that there is no hit and Gennadiy immediately recharged and the second shot was the reason the wild goat to fall in the low small stony ground. Probably the hit was perfect because the wild goat jumped but the professional hunter immediately recharged the gun although it was with high risk to go down quickly because the place of shot was without a field of vision to the wild goat which was shot. The hunter’s joy was indescribable. A wild goat was shot during several hour hunting after the arriving of the hunter from the airport, practically just for one afternoon hunting. After this greetings and pictures started, the traditional branch was hung to hunter’s cup up. After short discussion we decided to continue the afternoon outing but soon after this the darkness started coming down. A little before the twilight, we saw two wild goats gracefully standing up on two adjoining rocks but very far away from us in around 500 m. distance and we decided to walk down to the jeep. We congratulated the huntee with a hunting signal before the hunting lodge, we saw again the trophy and entered in the good heated hunting lodge and although this hunting lodge was not big (three single rooms and one excellent hall) was very cozy, designed as a pyramid and built in the heart of the mountain and the forest on 1200 m. altitude.

 On the second day the hunter wished to shoot second wild goat. We were up at 5 h. and 15 min., our breakfast was brief but plenty and the hunting on the second wild goat followed and the wish was the goat to be bigger than the first one. The hunting guide promised to show a wild goat which to be approved by the Russian hunter although here the amount of the wild goats was enormous, the hunting was an interesting process, the aria was very beautiful, but the trophy quality with rare record value, ordinary up to 110-115 points CIC, but very beautiful, with very good swing of the horns, graceful goat body which was excellent for taxidermy in full height. The hunting started with serious walking up and after 2-3 hours the hunter was on the ridge, which character was like a plateau. There were many wild goats’ footmarks and paths and without paths we reached to one big ravine where on the opposite side the vigilant eye of the guide saw a flock of 9 wild goats. The hunter immediately lifted the range-finder up but the wild goat was on a distance of 450 m. and he didn’t venture to shoot. In my long experience for wild goat hunting my friend of many years Pavel from Russia shot a wild goat from a distance of 550 m. in Romania, which felt in a deep precipice and it was needed to be pulled up by alpinists. Gennadiy was excellent shooter but that day he decided to go round and to reach the goat. Such a fallen and transverse tree was found and when he measured by the range-finder he aimed the wild goat and drew the trigger. The shot was very precise and the goat jump back and fell down the ground where it was standing up. Great, Gennadiy! Excellent! 360 meters are very high to shoot by one shooting, a very good achievement. Again greetings, a green twig on the cup, hunting signals started. The area was very difficult, Vasko – the professional guide called his colleague by phone and they carried the wild goat in the jeep.
Of course the dinner at the hunting lodge was wild goat meat and was cooked very delicious by the cooker Drago. Our dinner continued until the late night although our tiredness and the hunter announced:
“I want again a wild goat tomorrow!”

The answer of the organizer was just OK!

A new task was given to Vasko. If Gennadiy shot a new wild goat on the third day, it would be his record: tree consecutive hunting days with tree trophies and all we were waiting with emotion for the morning and the third hunting day, which was starting with the fall of the temperature. However the passage in the mountain was very long and tiring. We saw 4-5 flocks all together with more than 190-200 wild goats, all they were very far and on a distance from where it was not possible to shoot but the wish and the ambition won not just in the work, in the everyday life and also during every hunting. The hunting group was very tired after the long passage, already with weak attention and they fixed a small group of wild goats which by chance walked in a direction to the hunters, who was walking against the wind by our luck and immediately hid behind a rock which was good for shooting.  Suddenly the goats started changing their direction of movement and in this case it was very good, because the hunter could shoot perpendicularly to their bodies. Two of the wild goats were with good trophy quality; had good ages and the Macedonian guide gave a sign for shooting. There was no time, the hunter aimed, shot, the goat jumped, but continued with not very quick walk, hobbling, to the same direction where the other goats from the flock were running to. Without doubts the second shooting started probably in the shoulder and the goat fell down from 160 m. distance. It was a record – tree consecutive days – tree wild goats. This was not just the record of Genaddiy and also of the organizer.
Fascinated by the excellent success, Gennadiy wanted fourth wild goat for the fourth day. But was not so easy! The organizer categorically denied with the reason that there were not available contingent. The hunter was very disappointed. Such opportunity could not occur every day and then he proudly announced that he would like to come on wild goat hunting again in March 2009 and he wanted to pay in advance 5 wild goats for 5 hunting days.  I went on wild goat hunting not just in Macedonia and Bulgaria but such success was incredible and the hunter decided to continue his successful wild goat hunting in Romania too (the most beautiful wild goat in the world is there), in Turkey, Slovenia, Austria, Spain and the Caucasus mountains.
After the categorical answer of the organizer the hunter decided to hunt on other game: wild boar, wolf, wild ducks and pheasants and the organizers called him the VIP client and they promised to organize him every kind of hunting as he wanted.
Vasil Tabakov
